
 

 

Tiger Tales 
August 2016 

“Decade of Excellence” 2016-2017 

Welcome back to the 2016-2017 school year at Cortina Elementary School!  

We hope your family had a fantastic summer and we enjoyed seeing all of you 

back at school.  Our theme for the upcoming school year will be, “Decade of 

Excellence” (2006-2016).  Students and teachers will be reflecting on current 

and past practices and refining them throughout the year to best suit your chil-

dren’s learning.  Please encourage your children to set at least two goals this 

year, then track them throughout the year to see how much progress they are 

making.  I recommend setting one personal goal (health/behavior) and one 

school related academic goal.  Research has shown that when students set 

and track goals they are more likely to make progress in those areas.  Don’t for-

get that August 2
nd

 is our Curriculum night from 4-5:30 PM.  Thank You for 

choosing to send your children to Cortina and have a great first month. 

Mr. Cover    

Front Office Staff 
 

The Cortina office staff is looking forward to an awesome year and is avail-
able to assist with your students educational needs. 

 

Receptionist— Donna Waters 279-7802 

Attendance/Registration—Leslie Fessler 279-7812 

School Secretary —Jody Muller 279-7813 
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From the Desk of Mrs. Papke 

Greetings, Cortina Families!  It is great to see all of our 
returning students and to welcome all of the new faces 
who are joining us.  Our teachers and staff have been 
busy preparing for a year full exciting learning experi-
ences!   This year we will continue to promote character 
education and provide student leadership opportunities 

through our Monthly Character Program and the Tiger PRIDE Ambassa-
dors. 
 
Each month we will spotlight a different character trait and celebrate stu-

dents who demonstrate these traits.  2 students, who have exemplified 
positive character, will be chosen from each class every month to receive 
student of the month awards by Mr. Cover and Mrs. Papke.  At any time 
during the year, students will also have the chance to earn Tiger Stripes 
of Character.  Every Friday names of students who have earned a "Stripe" 
will be drawn and they will be recognized on the morning announce-
ments.   

August/September - Responsibility 
October - Trustworthiness 

November - Citizenship 
December - Caring 
January - Respect 
February - Caring 
March - Fairness 

April - Responsibility 
May - Trustworthiness 

  
Our 4th - 6th grade students will have the opportunity to apply for the 
Tiger PRIDE Ambassador program.  These students will be able to devel-
op and showcase their leadership skills through school safety, peer medi-
ation, and community outreach. 
 
I am always open to hearing any celebrations or concerns you may have.  
We appreciate your continued support and look forward to an amazing 
school year!   
 

Sincerely,  

Mrs. Papke 
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Campus Safety 

In our continuous efforts to keep our 

students and staff safe, please always 

be prepared to show ID when visiting 

the campus for occasions such as hav-

ing lunch with students and picking 

students up early.  All visitors must be 

on a student’s authorized contact 

list.  If not, the office staff will call 

parents to verify that a visitor has au-

thorization/permission to do so.  All 

visitors must sign in/out thru the front 

office. 

Thank you for your understanding & 

assistance in keeping our Tigers safe! 

Going to be Absent? 

Please remember to notify the attendance office 

when your child is going to be absent within 24 

hours of the absence.  It is a state law that we 

know where your child is when he/she are enrolled 

in a public school, even if they are home sick or 

going to be late just 5 minutes.  To report all ab-

sents and tardies you must call or email the attend-

ance office.  

 

Attendance Hotline: 480.279.7800 Option #2 

 

 

Attendance hotline is opened 24 hours a day 7 

days a week! 

Important Dates  

 

 August 2nd-Curriculum Night 

from 4-5:30 p.m.  

 August 11th-PTO Meeting 

and Elections 6:00 p.m.  

 August 25th-Fall Picture Day 

 

*Every Wednesday is early re-

lease at 1:00pm.   

Birthday Celebrations 

We enjoy celebrating students 

birthdays and other special occa-

sions.  In the interest of keeping 

our daily instruction time flowing 

smoothly, we ask that you adhere 

to the following:  

 Prior arrangements are to be 

made with the teacher. They will 

let you know what time of day 

works best. 

 Any treat is welcome as long as 

it is store bought. No homemade 

treats.  Due to a number of issues, 

such as food allergies etc., serving 

home baked foods is prohibited by 

our district. 

Please refrain from bringing in oth-

er celebration items i.e. confetti, 

balloons, gifts, flowers. Students 

are not permitted to have balloons 

in the classroom or on the 

bus.  Items will need be left in the 

front office until after school. 



Great Things are Happening in 

Your Child’s Classroom 
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Kindergarten 

 Thank you to all of our amazing 

families for donating school 

supplies for our kinder classes. 

We greatly appreciate every-

one's generosity and kindness. 

 Please turn in all yellow health 

cards and student acknowledge-

ment forms to your child's 

teacher.  

 We look forward to sharing our 

kindergarten curriculum next 

week August, 2nd in the Li-

brary from 4:00-5:30. See you 

there!  

First Grade 

 A big welcome back from first 

grade! We are bursting with ex-

citement to get the year off to a 

great start!  

 We will begin with an “All 

About Me” unit! We will also 

be discussing what it means to 

be a fantastic Cortina Tiger.  

 We look forward to our journey 

through this upcoming school 

year! 

Second Grade 

 Second grade students should 

read 20 minutes nightly out 

loud to a parent.  This will help 

to build their reading fluency. 

 Students should practice their 

math facts nightly. 

 We are excited to be getting 

Scholastic News magazines 

again this year.  It is a great way 

to expose the students to nonfic-

tion reading.  Keep an eye out 

on a flyer with more infor-

mation from your child’s teach-

er. 

 It is very hot outside.  Please 

make sure your child is bringing 

a water bottle with them to 

school every day to help keep 

them hydrated. 

Third Grade 

 Welcome to third grade!  We 

are so excited to begin this new 

school year with your children.  

We are going to spend these 

first two weeks going over our 

classroom procedures and ex-

pectations.  We are getting to 

know each other and discussing 

character counts to ensure we 

have a terrific year together.  

Please be patient!  We will dig 

into curriculum and will be very 

busy in third grade.   

 It’s hot!  Please be sure to send 

your child with a water bottle 

labeled with his or her name 

every day.  Third graders will 

have a daily afternoon recess, 

but recess will take place in-

doors for the first few weeks 

(until the weather cools.) We 

also do a morning snack time 

each day, so please send a 

healthy snack with your child 

daily.   

 Please ask your students to 

check backpacks nightly and 

share any homework and im-

portant information with you.  

Setting aside a few minutes 

each day after school for them 

to take that responsibility will 

help ensure a smooth and suc-

cessful year.  Do not hesitate to 

email us with any questions or 

concerns.  We look forward to  

seeing all of you at curriculum 

night.  Thank you!  

Fourth Grade 

 Welcome back Tigers! Fourth 

grade is very excited to start 

this school year and has been 

working on some great team 

building and back to school ac-

tivities.  We will be celebrating 

the 4th DAY OF FOURTH 

GRADE by creating a booklet 

of 4 wishes for 4th grade, 4 sum-

mer memories, 4 favorite 

books, 4 new friends etc.  

 We have been working on iden-

tifying the steps in the scientific 

method.  Next week, we will be 

conducting a gummy bear ex-

periment where the students 

will make a hypothesis, obser-

vations and then analyze the 

data. 

 Parents, please apply sunscreen 

every morning, and send your 

child with a hat and plenty of 

water to drink.  If the weather is 

too hot, we will have indoor 

recess.  Please label everything 

with your child’s name. Thank 

you!  
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 Fifth Grade 

 Be sure that you have your 

math facts mastered for 

fifth grade.   

 Don’t forget to bring water 

bottles and healthy snacks.  

 Get a head start on identi-

fying the location of each 

state in the United States.   

 

Sixth Grade 

 Welcome back to school 6th 

Grade Tigers!  In Language 

Arts, students will learn the 

importance of citing evi-

dence when reading and 

writing.  Our focus in the 

1st quarter is fiction and the 

elements of plot.  In addi-

tion to our class novel, The 

True Confessions of Char-

lotte Doyle, we will be 

reading non-fiction and in-

formational text connected 

to the theme of overcoming 

obstacles.  I am looking 

forward to a spectacular 

year.  

 Sixth grade Math is explor-

ing a whole new way of 

learning this year.  Mr. 

Massicotte and Mrs. Phelps 

are planning on pushing 

their students to a higher 

level of thinking about con-

cepts of math.  In Mr. Mas-

sicotte’s class, the students 

will first be taking their 

prior knowledge of frac-

tions and learning the 

“when” and “why” they 

will be used in real-life sit-

uations.  They will develop 

multi-step problem-solving 

skills, as well as the confi-

dence to get up, present, 

and teach their own 

peers.  In Mrs. Phelps’ 

class, the students will be 

able to take the same math 

concepts and use such tools 

as technology, interactive 

notebooks, and projects to 

discover strategies on how 

to personally implement 

these real-life skills. 

 Welcome to 6th grade So-

cial Studies. This year, stu-

dents will have a great time 

learning about ancient his-

tory.  Some of the areas we 

will learn about are Meso-

potamia, Egypt, India, Chi-

na, and Greece.  It is inter-

esting and fun to see how 

so many things in our lives 

today have been influenced 

by ancient history.  I am 

looking forward to an 

amazing year.  If you ever 

have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact 

me at 

dawn.michaelson@husd.or

g.   

 Welcome to 6th grade Sci-

ence.  In science, we will 

be starting off with an in-

troduction to life science.  

Then we will move into 

our Plant Unit.  Throughout 

the year we will be focus-

ing the research method 

and famous scientists.  If 

you ever have any ques-

tions please feel free to 

contact me at so-

phia.patterson@husd.org.   

 Mark your calendars for 

Curriculum Night on Au-

gust 2nd from 4:00-5:30 

p.m.  

mailto:dawn.michaelson@husd.org
mailto:dawn.michaelson@husd.org


A Few Helpful Reminders: 

 If you wish to leave your vehicle, please pull into one of the parking spots. 

 Please park in the designated handicap parking spaces only if you have the appropriate handicap license 

plate or displayed placard.  

 Students must ALWAYS use the designated crosswalks.  We encourage the adults to use the crosswalks, as 

students will follow what is modeled by grown-ups.   


